
have alumni who have come back to speak about their career 
paths as entrepreneurs, lawyers, doctors, finance profes-
sionals, academics, and just about any other career one can 
imagine.
 Again, for all this we’re blessed and grateful to our alumni.
 As for the House Corp., we’re continuing our process of 
moving chapter management to a more traditional model. As 
chapter members develop a legacy and institutional knowledge 
on how to effectively manage the chapter’s affairs and grow the 
membership, we want to give them more independence and 
freedom. There is also a financial component to this. We were 
incurring many expenses with the boarding house model under 
which we opened the house, versus a true fraternity house 
model, under which we’re now operating.
 We’re very optimistic about the future, and look forward to 
continuing our work to develop the Cal Ep legacy at UCLA.
        — Lloyd W. Talbert ’78-911
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 First off, very happy holidays to the entire Cal Ep family!
 The chapter is doing great, and alumni support has been 
tremendous. In the recently concluded Fall Rush, our alumni 
legacy was a deciding factor for many new members.  The 
concept of being a “Phi Psi for Life” was clearly evident and 
compelling. The new members saw this as an opportunity to 
build lifelong relationships, not just to have “party buddies” for 
four years.  
 New members also appreciated the mentor relationship 
that alumni brothers maintain with the undergraduate chapter. 
Your participation in Monday night dinners and speaking to the 
members — among other involvement opportunities — gives 
our young brothers a great sense that we were all in their posi-
tion once. We have taken varied paths in our careers, and we 
have become solid, successful men.
 Finally, the opportunity to have specific mentoring in vari-
ous professions gives the members a real taste of what their 
chosen careers may hold in store for them. We’re blessed to President, House Corp.

 In our conversations with alumni this past year, we learned 
that many brothers wanted a better idea of chapter finances.  
There was a lot of inaccurate and incomplete information 
circulating, making our project to retire our mortgages in five 
years that much more difficult. To remedy this, we published 
Condensed Financial Statements in the Fall 2017 Bruin Phi Psi, 
showing we have a reasonably strong Balance Sheet for the 
short term, but a weak Balance Sheet for the long term, due to 
our large operating deficits and looming mortgage maturity in 
July 2019. We continue to work with the undergraduate chapter 
to bridge the operating deficit gap, but it is highly unlikely the 
chapter will ever be able to service this debt without significant 
donations from alumni.
     Additionally, we’re looking at refinancing the mortgage when 
the largest part matures in July 2019, and it’s quite likely we 
will have to bring the balance down to secure the mortgage. 
When we completed construction in 2014, we had to pay down 
$1,000,000 to get the permanent loan, and we’ll probably be 

looking at a paydown of up to $500,000 for the refinancing. 
Fortunately, we have the reserves, but as we still need to fund 
the annual operating deficit, these reserves will start to get 
dangerously low.
 With year’s end upon us, many of us are doing our tax 
planning for 2017 and perhaps looking at charitable contribu-
tions to reduce our tax bills. We continue to maintain our 
Capital Campaign Fund with the Phi Kappa Psi Founda-
tion, a 501(c)3 corporation, which makes your contribu-
tions tax-deductible. We hope you will consider Cal Ep for 
your charitable contributions in 2017 and beyond. I am happy 
to answer any questions you may have about the house, our 
finances, operations, membership, and to provide any informa-
tion that may help you make your decision. Please feel free to 
contact me at Lloyd_talbert@crlaurence.com or (323) 584-
5215. 
 Thank you for your continued support and involvement 
with Cal Ep!  — California Epsilon House Corporation Board

Donations Still Needed and Appreciated . . . and they’re tax-deductible!

 Recruitment is one of the most important endeavors a fraternity will undertake. Initiating new 
members is the soul of a chapter, bringing aboard the type of young men that Phi Psi needs: men 
who will lay the groundwork for the chapter’s future. Fall term 2017 was a pivotal moment in Califor-
nia Epsilon’s journey — it was when we made the jump from newcomer on the row to established 
and well-respected fraternity at UCLA. 
 Beginning this past summer, we began planning and crafting the optimal recruitment program. 
The first step was to design practical and engaging rush training for the undergraduate brothers. For 
the second consecutive year, Cal Ep engaged a professional consultant to assist with the planning 

Phi Kappa Psi Among the Leaders in Fall 2017 Rush 
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(Cont. from page 1)

 On November 3, 2017, California Epsilon Chapter of Phi 
Kappa Psi hosted its first on-campus philanthropy event, the 
Phi Psi 500, to benefit the Mattel Children’s Hospital.
 Participants competed in a series of events, including relay 
races and a tug-o-war, but the main event was a head-to-head 
chariot race. The chariots were built over the course of six 
months by our construction chairman, Fred Dilly, who led the 
project of designing and building the chariots from scratch. The 
brothers took the reins and pulled the chariots, which were oc-
cupied by passengers from six different sororities. 
 Cal Ep Chapter regularly chooses a patient at Mattel 
Children’s Hospital to sponsor. Brothers will visit our special 
child at the hospital, and assist his or her parents in whatever 
way we can, in order to help the parents ease the burden of 
this terrible disease. One way in which we have been able to 
help is to give our sponsored child’s parents free parking at 
the fraternity house whenever they come to the hospital. Valet 
parking at the hospital is $10 per day — a heavy expense that 
can add up quickly. 
 We sponsored Thatcher Hawk, a two-year-old who was 
diagnosed with brain cancer. We visited Thatcher regularly 
to cheer him up, and his parents always parked at the chap-
ter house when they came to the hospital. But we believed 
we could make a broader impact by raising money for more 
families who can’t afford basic necessities as they pay for their 
child’s expensive stay at the hospital.  

 As we all know, a pillar of our Fraternity is to engage in philanthropic 
endeavors. At Cal Ep, we teach our men to give of their Time, Talent, and 
Treasure, and we’re pleased they continue to rise to the occasion.
 The chapter has developed a special relationship with the Mattel 
Children’s Hospital at UCLA. In the past two years, the brothers have 
supported three young cancer patients at the hospital —  Brylee Cadamy, 
Thatcher Hawk, and Camila True.
 Most recently, brother Allen Bonilla has formed a bond with Camila 
True, an 18-month-old girl with a rare brain cancer called Chosoid Plexus 
Carcinoma. That’s Allen in the photo at right, with Camila and her mom, 
who really enjoys Allen’s visits as well, because Allen brings her Mexi-
can food from a local restaurant to give her a well-deserved break from 
hospital food! The family is from Antelope Valley. Cal Ep brothers have 
also provided parking for Camila’s parents at the chapter house. Camila is 
undergoing an inpatient treatment regimen which will last six months. The 
cost of parking at the Hospital is $10 per day, so free parking is a signifi-
cant help to the family’s finances.

Philanthropy

Cal Ep brother Allen Bonilla visits with 18-month-old 
cancer patient Camila True and her mom at Mattel 
Children’s Hospital at UCLA.

Phi Psi 500

 For our first-ever event, more than half of all Panhellenic 
sororities participated, and we raised $500 for the hospital. Ste-
ven Hawk, Thatcher’s dad, was on hand to speak about what 
the brothers’ support of Thatcher meant to their family.  
 Thanks to all the help and support from alumni, partici-
pants, the Philanthropy Committee, and brothers who made 
this event possible, the Phi Psi 500 was a great event! We 
hope to expand and improve for next year! 
            — Matthew Merrill

and execution of our rush program. Thorough practice with mock rush events and defining what qualities we 
want in a pledge paved the way for our success in recruiting potential new members (PNM’s) who are truly 
exceptional. We also launched an early-outreach system to contact and bring in candidates, utilizing social 
media and personal connections. We made personal contacts and put well-deserved faith in our fellow broth-
ers to find the men that Phi Psi needs. This early outreach system paid dividends, as we saw nearly 65% of 
those who registered to rush come through our house.  
 Conducting rush was an exhaustive process, but we saw the hard work come to fruition. Of the 389 
potential new members who came, we extended bids to only 60 — a little more than 15%. Our class of 35 
pledges was third-largest on the row, and exponentially larger than the next largest fraternity pledge class. 
Our 35 new pledges represent some of the best and brightest UCLA has to offer, with many getting bids from 
top (for now) fraternities such as Sigma Alpha Epsilon and Sigma Chi.  
 Fall rush was a grand success, but it doesn’t stop here; we have already begun to look toward winter 
rush and are instilling the values of recruitment into the new pledge class. We will continue to reach out and 
recruit the very best and bring Phi Kappa Psi to the top. The momentum is in full swing, and we are ready.
Fraternally,
Zachary J. Kum, ’16-1848, and John E. Spence, ’16-1853,
Recruitment Chairs, Phi Kappa Psi, California Epsilon

Fall 2017 
Rush

“We made the 
jump from 
newcomer 

on the row to 
established 

and well-
respected 

fraternity at 
UCLA.”
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 Following the presentation of the Phi Psi Gridders at the 
Chapter House, the celebration moved to the Rose Bowl for a 
tailgate barbecue and the UCLA-Oregon game.
 Two buses filled with close to 100 Phi Psis — undergrads, 
pledges and their parents, and a nice group of alumni — made 
their way to the Rose Bowl, where they were joined by even 
more alumni. On a typically beautiful southern California fall 
day, all the guests enjoyed barbecued burgers and hot dogs 
and drinks, as well as a lot of great conversation.
 The Bruins played well and came away with a 31-14 win 
over the Ducks, which was a nice cap to the day!
 What really made the event special was the involvement 
of our alumni and parents. We’re so proud of the brothers and 
pledges, and the opportunity to get to know their parents was 
tremendous. The parents were very interested in what Cal Ep 
is all about, and we were proud to talk about all the great things 
we have going for us. We believe all the parents went home 
feeling confident that their sons had made the right choice.
 It was also interesting how many parents commented that 
their sons had received multiple bids, but two overriding factors 
swayed their decision to pledge Phi Kappa Psi: the quality of 

 We had a very special event to coincide with the Parents 
Day and Homecoming Game celebration on October 22, 2017 
— the presentation of the “Phi Psi Gridders.” 
 Brother Dick Allen, ’61-623, who has been a mainstay at 
Monday Night Dinner/Chapter the past few years, was going 
through some memorabilia and recalled a picture from a 1960 
Bruin football game that featured seven Phi Psis involved in the 
play. Dick got the idea to contact one of those Phi Psi players, 
Vic Marcelli, ’60-613, who had become a professional artist, 
and ask if he could recreate a painting Vic had done when they 
were all undergrads to memorialize the event.  
 Brother Marcelli graciously and enthusiastically agreed, 
and went to work. We are grateful and proud to display the 
painting in our Chapter House. The unveiling was attended 
by the undergraduate members of California Epsilon Chapter, 
many parents, and a number of our alumni brothers. Brother 
Benjamin Sigler, Phi Psi Chapter Consultant from the National 
Fraternity, was on hand as well. 

 Dick Allen set the stage for the event with an introduction to 
the brothers featured in the painting. He then read a letter from 
Vic Marcelli about what it meant to him to recreate his original 
work. 
 Brother Marcelli had wanted to attend, but his residence 
was threatened by the recent fires in northern California, and 
he was unable to make it.  
 Then brother Allen introduced Phi Psi Gridder Mitch 
Dimkich, ’61-618, who shared some of his memories with us. 
Brother Dimkich then went on to give some important lessons 
for the undergraduate brothers, focusing on how academics, 
community service, and university Involvement are key to a 
successful chapter. Everyone appreciated the sentiments, and 
how these timeless values — building a chapter with men of 
character — don’t change over time.
 Our special thanks to everyone involved in the project. 
You have given us a gift that will be cherished for generations 
of brothers to come.

Phi Psi Gridders Unveiled

the California Epsilon chapter house, and the involvement of 
alumni. We stressed this in preparation for Rush, and we were 
pleased to hear that the message was well received.
 Having alumni there with us for Homecoming added con-
firmation to our message about alumni involvement. It was also 
an opportunity for alumni brothers who can’t often make it to 
the house to meet Phi Psi brothers and get to know everyone 
better. 
 We know that such opportunities create a virtuous circle 
of involvement — when alumni have more opportunities to 
engage with the chapter, the more they like what we’re doing, 
and the more they want to get involved.
 We also know the undergraduate brothers get a lot out of 
their involvement with alumni brothers, whether it is for general 
mentoring and dealing with chapter house issues, or for career 
counseling and even helping with job placement. There’s so 
much that alumni can do, and Cal Ep is blessed with a very 
successful group of alumni who have a lot to give.  
 Thanks to all those who were able to attend Homecoming, 
and we hope to see more brothers join us for events coming in 
the future!

2017 Homecoming Parents and Alumni Day
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Earlier in 2017, we moved our platform within Facebook to make it easier for alumni to connect with Cal Ep and with each other.  
We welcome all Cal Ep alumni to follow us at https://www.facebook.com/UCLAPhiPsiAlum/

At present, 84 alumni are following us on this page, and we hope more brothers will join us in 2018.  
If you haven’t done so, the first step is to go to this page, and “like” us. That will get you started! 

 . . . and Remember Those Who Went Before Us
We continue to update our chapter membership list, and have learned of the passing of many Cal Ep brothers. Listed here are those 

we know who have died since 2005. In future issues of The Bruin Phi Psi, we will include Chapter Eternal as a regular feature.

Stay Connected With Cal Ep On Facebook

Ryan Beauchamp . . . . . . .  Rocklin, CA
Evan Beauchamp . . . . . . . Rocklin, CA
Richard Beck . . . . Redondo Beach, CA
Tate Bertea . . . . . . . . Palos Verdes, CA
Luke Bricca . . . . . . El Dorado Hills, CA
Blake John . . . . . . . . . Granite Bay, CA
Tyler Jones . . . . . . . Ladera Ranch, CA
Michael Kanehann . . . Wynnewood, PA

Connor Matro . . . . Thousand Oaks, CA
Matthew McGinnis . . . . . . . Orange, CA
Kyle Merrill . . . . . . . San Clemente, CA
Alexandre Mithouard . . . . . . . . . France
Dylan Orraj . . . . . . . . Albuquerque, NM
Cole Parsons . . . . . . . . . . Cypress, CA
Mathew Peterson . . . .  Yorba Linda, CA
Nicholas Sebastiani . . . . . Belmont, CA

Ben Spievak . . . . . . Santa Barbara, CA
Chandler Temple . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . Rancho Cucamonga, CA
Jesse Torres . . . . . . . . . San Diego, CA
Caeleb Trace . . . . . . . . . . . . Clovis, CA
Jack Van Boening . . El Dorado Hills, CA
Ryan Yang . . . . . . . . . . Yorba Linda, CA

We Welcome Our Newest Pledges

Jerome J. O’Brien, ’31-60, died Sep-
tember 18, 2006, one month short of his 
100th birthday. He was a resident of San 
Antonio, Texas.
John R. Mason, ’35-111, of Rancho Mu-
rieta, California, died January 15, 2006. 
Harley J. Gunderson, Jr., ’36-132, 
passed away on June 26, 2010. He had 
resided in Pacific Palisades, California.
Lester P. Sims, ’39-174, of Goleta, Cali-
fornia, died January 4, 2007.
John C. Quigg, ’40-191, passed away in 
Pismo Beach, California, on October 24, 
2014. He was 92.
Turner B. Baxter, ’41-202, died in 
Kaufman, Texas, on February 13. 2009.
Jack M. Wagner, ’41-208, of San Luis 
Obispo, California, died on October 28, 
2008.
Donald A. Sandison, ’42-221, died 
August 6, 2012. He had resided in 
Sacramento, California.
Robert E. Kinsman, ’43-236, of Twin 
Falls, Idaho, died August 9, 2005.
Herschel F. Peak, ’43-242, died in 
Carmel, California, in February 2014. At 
UCLA, he started the Spring Sing with 
three Phi Psi brothers. His career was 
with the Central Intelligence Agency.
Elmer R. Bashaw, ’43-266, died in 
Ashland, Oregon, on March 20, 2011, at 
age 86.
William H. Cook, ’43-267, of Tucson, 
Arizona, died July 24, 2009.
Earl J. “E.J.” Miller, Jr., ’44-271, died in 
Mariposa, California, on March 13, 2013, 
at age 86. He sang in the Phi Psi Bar-
bershop quartet throughout college and 
medical school. As the first orthopedic 
surgeon in Anaheim, he spent 25 years 
in private practice and served as Clinical 
Professor of Orthopedic Surgery at Loma 
Linda University School of Medicine. After 
he retired in 1982, he raised wine grapes 
and produced award-winning wines.

Robert D. Russell, ’44-274, of Cobden, 
Illinois, died on December 24, 2005. He 
was 79.
Charles E. Wymore, ’45-276, of Bonita, 
California, died October 14, 2016.
Gene V. Rowland, ’45-288, died in Long 
Beach, California, December 17, 2011.
Richard F. White, ’45-289, died October 
25, 2011, in Yardley, Pennsylvania, where 
he had resided for 35 years. Dr. White 
was a Public Health official in Placer 
County, California, and Chief of the Public 
Health Section of the 1960 Winter Olym-
pics at Squaw Valley. He was in general 
practice in Berkeley and Davis, California, 
prior to joining E.R. Squibb & Sons in 
Lawrenceville, New Jersey, as director of 
professional services. 
Benjamin M. Lewis, ’46-295, passed 
away on January 25, 2013. He was a 
resident of Palm Desert, California.
Carroll H. Alpers, ’46-298, of Santa Bar-
bara, California, died September 7, 2013.
Lowell M. Corwin, ’46-302, died 
September 27, 2011, in Rio Vista, 
California.
William L. Mack, ’47-323, of Carmel, 
California, died February 1, 2014.
Edward B. “Ned” Smith III, ’47-326, of 
Pasadena, California, died August 13, 
2005. He graduated in the initial class of 
UCLA’s Law School — at the top of his 
class — and practiced law his entire life. 
Guy H. Hayes, ’47-337, passed away 
on October 13, 2005. He had resided in 
Pacific Palisades, California.
Alan W. Pollock, ’47-344, died October 
15, 2009, in Orange County, California.
Robert M. McIntyre, ’48-369, of Newport 
Beach, California, died January 9, 2005. 
He was former Chairman and CEO of 
Southern California Gas Company.
Wesley R. Peavy, ’48-376 Cal Ep, and 
’48-72 OR Beta, died June 25, 2014, in 
Corvallis, Oregon, at age 87. He complet-

ed his BS degree in physics at UCLA, and 
also attended Oregon State University in 
Corvallis and was initiated by the Oregon 
Beta Chapter of Phi Kappa Psi. Wes was 
a Lieutenant Commander in the Navy, and 
later joined IBM, where he worked as an 
advisory engineer and scientist.
Garland P. Peed III, ’50-410, died Oc-
tober 4, 2014, at his home in Sedona, 
Arizona. His career took him from high 
school teacher to chancellor of the San 
Diego Community College District.
Charles M. Russell, ’51-423, died 
December 3, 2006, in San Clemente, 
California. He was 75.
Eugene “Bud” O’Hare, ’51-434, of 
Morgan Hill, California, died at his home 
on May 4, 2017. He graduated from UCLA 
with a degree in Business Administra-
tion and worked as a cost accountant for 
various technology firms. Since retiring in 
1996, he was an active volunteer, serving 
on the boards of several nonprofit orga-
nizations. Family members reported that 
Bud will be remembered “for his kindness 
and integrity.”
Daniel C. Toomey, ’54-505, of Valencia, 
California, died February 19, 2007, at age 
71. He had a 40-year career in the insur-
ance industry. He played football at UCLA, 
and later coached flag and Pop Warner 
football in youth programs for many years. 
David R. Small, ’56-535, died at his home 
in San Clemente, California, on November 
12, 2016, at age 81. He earned a master’s 
degree at USC and doctorate at La Verne 
University, and had a long career in edu-
cation, from teaching high school English 
and History to serving as vice president 
and acting president of Merced College.  
Lynn G. Bailey, ’56-540, of Carlsbad, 
California, died May 30, 2016, at age 80. 
James S. Veltmann, ’65-700, died in San 
Diego, California, on October 17, 2008, at 
age 64. He was an attorney who special-
ized in family law. 


